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During 2014 a bat survey was undertaken by the 
author as an individual piece of assessed work for 
the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s (SWT) Developing 
Ecological Survey Skills training programme, which 
is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
members of the SWT.  The aim was to record bat 
activity in the Rowardennan area, on the eastern 
side of Loch Lomond (Fig. 1), with two particular 
objectives.  The first objective, which is the topic of 
this article, was to discover whether either Leisler’s 
bats Nyctalus leisleri Kuhl 1817 or noctules Nyctalus 
noctula Schreber 1774 were present, as this would 
be an extension of their known distribution.  The 
second objective was to investigate how high up the 
hills bats were foraging. 
 

 
 
Fig.1. Known Scottish distribution of Leisler's bat 
(red) and noctule (blue), as of the end of 2014.  The 
Loch Lomond survey area is indicated by the red 
rectangle. Reproduced with permission of J. 
Haddow (unpublished).  
 
Over a period of two weeks in June 2014, with 
consistently good weather, 25km of bat recording 
transects were walked in the Rowardennan area 
with an Anabat SD1 bat detector connected to a 
BatNav GPS unit.  These were mostly along the West 
Highland Way adjacent to Loch Lomond, with one 
transect walked part of the way up the Main Path on 
Ben Lomond and visits also made to the Hidden 
History Trail.  Two static bat detectors (SM2BAT+ 
and SM3) were also deployed during this time at 
Dubh Lochan, Coille Mhor Cottage, a wet meadow 
between the two previous locations, and by the 

upper tree line of Rowardennan Forest.  These 
locations are shown in Fig. 2. 

 
Fig.2. Map showing location of Ardess Lodge, 
transects, and static bat detectors. WHW = West 
Highland Way. 
 
The static bat detectors successfully recorded 
Leisler’s bats at two locations on several occasions.  
Seven nights at Coille Mhor resulted in one night of 
one registration, two of two registrations, one of 
four registrations, and one night of five 
registrations.  The registrations were generally a 
considerable period of time apart, although on 
11/06/2014 two were one minute apart, and on 
14/06/2014 two were 11 minutes apart. The eight 
nights at Dubh Lochan resulted in just three 
registrations, each on a different night.  Fig. 1 
illustrates that this is only the second record of 
Leisler’s bats living north of Glasgow (40km away), 
the other being 25km further north-east at Loch 
Venachar. 
 
Many people made this survey possible.  Advice, the 
existing bat distribution map, and confirmation of 
bat call identification were provided by J. Haddow 
(Scottish Leisler’s Bat Project).  Accommodation at 
Ardess Lodge and much other assistance was 
provided by the National Trust for Scotland (L. 
Mackinlay, A. Eckersall and F. McKechnie).  The bat 
detectors were borrowed from D. Dodds (David 
Dodds Associates).  Assistance and advice of varying 
types were also given by: C. Gebhardt (Scottish 
Wildlife Trust), D. Fettes (Scottish Centre for 
Ecology and the Natural Environment (SCENE)), D. 
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Maxwell (Blairvockie Farm), K. Anderson (Forestry 
Commission Scotland), L. Kirkpatrick (University of 
Stirling), N. Macmillan (Coille Mhor Cottage Bed & 
Breakfast), N. Middleton (Echoes Ecology), and S. 
Wilson (SCENE). 
  


