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The Australian landhopper Arcitalitrus dorrieni 
(Hunt, 1925) is a land-living amphipod crustacean 
that feeds on plant litter, thus occupying a niche 
similar to that of most terrestrial isopod Crustacea 
(woodlice). Native to mid-eastern Australia, this 
species is now widely distributed in western Britain 
and in Ireland. It is believed to be dispersed in soil 
or plant litter via the movement of plants by human 
agency (Cowling et al., 2004). The first known 
Scottish locations for A. dorrieni were Colonsay 
(Moore & Spicer, 1986) and Gigha (Cowling et. al., 
2004). Subsequently it has been found in Inverewe 
gardens and at Loch Laich, Appin (G.B. Corbet in 
Hancock, 2012); at Brodick Castle, Arran (Collis, 
2015); in Glasgow (Hancock, 2012) and in Bute 
(Mulholland & Collis, 2012). It is not thought likely 
that this alien species will cause serious problems in 
Britain but it is conceivable that it could out-
compete native species occupying a similar 
ecological niche (Cochard et al., 2010) with 
woodlice and millipedes perhaps among the most 
likely to be affected by such competition (Harding & 
Sutton, 1988). It is therefore appropriate to 
continue to monitor its spread and status in Britain. 
Here we document its presence at newly discovered 
sites in Islay (VC102) and in Cowal (VC98). 
 
Islay 
We first found A. dorrieni in Islay on 19th April 2013, 
during an arranged visit to Foreland House to check 
for the predicted presence there of the pill 
woodlouse Armadilidium vulgare (a prediction 
which was confirmed). A. dorrieni was reasonably 
abundant in the walled garden which is centred on 
NR27006428. It was particularly common in the 
borders along the house wall and the east wall of 
the garden. 
 
Subsequently, on 13th November 2013, we found A. 
dorrieni in Bowmore, NR312598, on a well-
vegetated site of demolished buildings on Shore 
Street between the Bank of Scotland building and 
the junction with Hawthorn Lane. Information 
passed on by the Museum of Islay Life indicates 
that, in the 1950s, the corner site was occupied by a 
small grocery shop, with two houses between the 
shop and what is now the Bank building – then a 

police station and police House. This site seems not 
to have had any horticultural connections except 
that a small clump of the herbaceous perennial 
Gunnera sp. suggests that garden throwouts may 
have been deposited there fairly recently. 
 
Returning to Islay on 9-10th October 2014, we 
discovered two additional sites for A. dorrieni in 
Bowmore. One was under the front hedge of 
Bowmore House Hotel at NR313599, which is just a 
short distance along Shore Road from the first 
Bowmore site. The other site was at NR311596, at 
the edge of a garden at the west end of High Street, 
opposite the burial ground. 
 
Cowal 
We first found A. dorrieni in Cowal in Dunoon 
cemetery, NS170776, on 24th September 2013. We 
ascertained that it was widely distributed in both 
the older part of the cemetery south of the un-
named, west-east flowing burn which bisects the 
cemetery, as well as the more recent area north of 
the burn. On 29th October 2013 it was found to be 
reasonably widespread outside the cemetery 
boundary at its north-east corner. This is in the 
vicinity of the most-used entrance into the 
cemetery, from Bogleha Road. It is also close to a 
shop which sells garden plants, situated on the main 
road (A855). This shop could conceivably be a 
source of A. dorrieni, especially if people purchased 
potted plants to place beside graves. Potted plants 
were present in the cemetery, though cut flowers 
were more common. However, A. dorrieni has not 
yet been found at the shop. Elsewhere in Dunoon, 
on 04/03/2014 we found A. dorrieni around the 
Holy Trinity Church, NS165764, which has a modest 
number of graves. 
 
If potted plants are a likely source of A. dorrieni in 
the Dunoon area, then the plant sales area at 
Benmore Gardens is also a plausible source of A. 
dorrieni in Dunoon (and further afield).  
Accordingly, on 18th June 2014 we made a brief visit 
to the plant sales area at the entrance to Benmore 
gardens, NS143855, and quickly ascertained that A. 
dorrieni was present in leaf litter under the slatted 
benches used to display plants for sale. On 24th 
October 2014 we re-visited Benmore gardens and 
found A.dorrieni in the car park near the main 
entrance, inside the garden near the 
entrance/shop/cafe building, in the Giant Redwood 
Avenue (all in NS1485), and within the walled 
garden centred on NS14068568. It was also present 
in the woodland to the south-west and north-east of 
Benmore House NS138853. 
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